
CLASSIFIEDS AUTOS REAL ESTATE SPECIAL SECTIONSSubscribe RenewWednesday, October 20, 2010

HOME NEWS SOCIETY BUSINESS ARTS FASHION OBITUARIES OPINION LIFESTYLES SHINY SHOTS BLOGS ADVERTISE CONTACT US

Site Web Web Search by YAHOO!

Daily News File Photo

ENLARGE PHOTO

The Rev. Lynne Jones to leave
her six-year position as
associate for pastoral care at
The Episcopal Church of
Bethesda-by-the-Sea. A
reception will be held at 10:10
a.m. Oct. 17 in parish hall.
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Church leadership has asked The Rev. Lynne Jones to leave her six
-year position as associate for pastoral care at The Episcopal
Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Interim Rector Perry Fuller said.

Jones, 55, the last of the full-time senior clergy to serve under
retired Rector Ralph R. Warren Jr., is leaving the church without
having another job, Fuller said.

Fuller described it as part of the “natural transition process” for the
church to clean house of the previous clergy staff before hiring a
new rector. Fuller confirmed that church leadership decided “now is
a good point to do this.”

Warren, who hired Jones, was the longest serving rector in the
history of Bethesda. He retired in April 2009 after 27 years at the
church.

“The general practice, in anticipation of hiring a new rector is that
the senior clergy be prepared to leave,” Fuller said. “We determined
it would be good to do this now. It will be a difficult transition for the
parish. Pastor Lynne has been here for the past six years. It’s better
for this to take place before a new rector is hired so that the new
rector can hire whomever he or she wishes.”

Fuller was quick to say that Jones is well-liked and has done a great
job for the church.

“Pastor Lynne has a great commitment to the church,” Fuller said.
“She came to us as a mature person with life experiences, as well as
education. She has done excellent work with all the church groups
she has worked with.”

A reception in honor of Jones will be held at 10:10 a.m. next Sunday
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in Bethesda’s parish hall. Those who can’t attend the reception will
have a chance to see Jones after the 11 a.m. service.

Bethesda’s other full-time priest, the Rev. Andrew Van Culin, left the
parish in November after landing a job with St. John’s Cathedral in
Denver.

After Van Culin left, Jones assisted with running the church, Fuller
said.

“I could not have managed the parish without her assistance,” Fuller
said.

A 12-member committee is leading the search process to replace
Warren. The church is taking applications through Nov. 15. Fuller is
not a candidate and will be there temporarily until the church finds a
replacement priest.

Jones joined Bethesda in February 2004 as the associate for
pastoral care.

“I’ve taken great joy in my 61/2 years here,” Jones said. “I love the
people and I loved the team ministry with Father Hap Warren and
Hal Pyscher.”

Born and raised in Boynton Beach, Jones worked as the central
staff attorney at the 4th District Court of Appeals for eight years
before deciding to become a priest.

“I liked being an attorney, but I love being a priest,” Jones said when
she came to Bethesda. “I was spending all of my vacation time and
all of my days off with the church. It became more apparent that this
is what I was called to do.”

Jones, who holds a law degree from the University of Florida,
earned a master of divinity from the General Theological Seminary
in New York City in 1993. She has worked as rector of the Episcopal
Church of St. Simon and St. Jude in Ermo, S.C., and as rector of St.
Columba in Marathon and St. Francis in Big Pine Key.

In addition to carrying out clergy responsibilities, Jones developed
new programs fostering spiritual formation, said organist and choir
master Hal Pyscher. Jones brought in nationally known presenters
for seasonal spiritual weekends, he said.

“She designed and perfected spiritual weekends here, particularly at
the beginning of Advent and at the beginning of Lent,” Pyscher said.
“She’s led pilgrimages to places of great significances in Celtic
spirituality. She developed lay leadership through the Education for
Ministry program. She’s been a leader in making that program work
and has been instrumental in making it the thriving program it is
now. She will be greatly missed and I will miss having her here.”
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Lynne is a fine woman and a great leader at Bethesda...she will
be really missed! ! !

Glad the Diocese of Texas doesn't reward their hard working,
Spirit filled, well loved priests by firing them! Here in Texas we wait
for the new priest to be installed and then we let them decide if
they want to keep the staff or ask for their resignation. Didn't
realize the Diocese in Florida had such a different method tor
transition!!! Seems very unjust. Meanwhile The Rev. Lynne Jones
is in our thoughts and prayers.

Glad the Diocese of Texas does not reward their hard working,
spirit filled, much loved priests by firing them! Surprised to learn
that this is the way the Diocese in Florida handles the transition of
a new priest! In Texas, after the new priest is installed they make
up their mind who they wish to keep and who they wish to ask
resign. Rev. Lynne's termination seems unjust and premature.

It's peculiar that this interim rector has the authority to request
Pastor Lynne's removal. I was under the impression, as "pakes"
is, that the decision is usually left to the newly-installed rector.
Our interim rector apparently has friends in high places, and has
pulled some strings.

Nothing to worry about, though... thank God he's only temporary!
God's blessings be with you, Pastor Lynne. We love you!

Pastor Lynne is an extremely gifted and Spirit-filled priest. Her
pastoral presence will be most missed. Transition is always
difficult, but more so when upstart leadership takes it upon
themselves to fire beloved clergy. I must say, I agree with "pakes"
and "curiousgeorge"... Since when are INTERIM rectors granted
the power to make these decisions? I thought interim rectors were
supposed to be a healing and bridge building presence, but
Fuller seems bent on destroying and poisoning...

Sounds like there's not much loving in this church.

I wouldn't think that there isn't much loving going on in this
church, I think that the majority of the church members have no
idea as to what is going on behind closed doors. One vestry
person said that the vestry members were forbidden to speak
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about the decision. Many people found out about Pastor Lynne
leaving for the first time when this article came out. Perry told one
person that Lynne had resigned which was indeed a lie. This man
is spirtiually sick. May God have mercy on his soul!

It is sad that a Priest of such caliper as Rev. Jones should be
treated in such a manner. This decision was certainly shared by
the Vestry and Standing Committee of Bethesda by the Sea. It is
a sin that these church members did nothing to stand by such a
well loved and capable priest. Shame on them.
Jesus was crucified by those whom he came to save. Little has
changed in 2010 years. Pastor Lynne will continue as his Disciple.
Pray for Bethesda.

The truth be told at Bethesda. The Vestry is stacked with "yes"
people. Someone needs to dig deeper to see what is going on
there. This priest is loving and caring and hard working. I know of
no other church that wouldtreat their clergy in such a manner. Is it
known that all of the staff had to stand in line a year ago to see if
they were go? Shame on the Vestry and where is the Bishop in all
of this? Blessings to Rev. Lynne!

Bethesda used to be a loving caring church. Ralph Warren was at
the helm. Now it is a social club with business personnel making
decisions that should be made by the governing body, the Vestry.
When the Vestry is threatened by this inerim one only gueses
they do as they are told. This interim rector should be fired
immediately. The bruises will be deep...I feel sorry for the rector to
be.. God Bless Lynne Jones.

We appreciate reader comments on this story, but at

PalmBeachDailyNews.com, we want to avoid comments that are obscene,
hateful, racist or otherwise inappropriate. If you post such comments, we will

delete them. If you see such comments, please report them to us.

Joyce Reingold, Editor and Publisher, Palm Beach Daily News
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