1.

Ze

3.

"The Lozic of Biblical anthrepomorphicm, by =. La3. Cherbonnisr (Harvard
Theolezical Roview)

Definition of "anthropomorphism®: "any theoloz; that conceivass of Jod in terms
of those characteristics which are distinctively humen: the capacity for
discriminating judgment, the exercise of responsible decision and choice, the
ability to carry out long-range purposes.”

a2, some scholars feel that the anthropomorphism of the 3ible is only symbolic
for the '"wholly other."

b. some scholars feel that mon has projected himself of his wishes onto the
heavens, callinz it "God." (This is a psychological explanation of
anthrops) No doubt, for some persons this is the case; but the validity .
(truth) of & belief does not depend upon a person's motives for holding it.
To disparage a position solely on the grounds of a person's motives is to
argue ad hominem,

& Second Ambiguous Term is "supra=personal,!

as 1if "supra-personal" means "personal to the nth degree" it simply means a
special kind of anthrop.

bs if all enthrop. is removed from "supra-personal," how is the result
different from "sub-personal?

in Obstacle to a Philosophical Examination of the. Biblical God: Some persons
say that the use of reason in relizion is immoral and lacks humility. In
effect, he is saying, "To disazree with me is morally wronz." That statement
certainly lacks humiliity!

The problem of lansuaze. Words can be used within mystical philoscphies to

mean one thing, and within biblical philosophy to mean something else. We
have often failed to understand these differences.




The Jord

1. infinite

2. unlimited

3- one

Lie wunknowzble

5. inwisible

60 timeless

T« changeless

8, transcendent

9« immanent
Problems

Mystical l=ening

not finite; not visible, not
invisiblie "wholly other"

3Jo0d is beyond words, beyond
the visble, berond the invis-
ible; only negatives can apply
to God; he is beyond predica--
tiocn. God deoes not act.

God is the sole existent oneness.

God cannot be knownji he or it
is "wholly other" and beyord
words. When man becomes one
with God, even this is un-
knowable, because there is
nothing and no one to be knowne

non~physical
beyond time; eternal
beyond thange; non-physical

beyond space and time;
non-physical

diffused throughout the
universe

The best language is silencej
hovever, its meaning cannot

be communicated, and in fact,
mystics usually speak. But,
when they speak they use lan-
guage negabively or analogically.
How can one judge ths truth or
validity of negatives or of
analogies?

Biklicael Meaning

inexhaustible

God does things
excellences his abili-
ties are beyond under-
standing, All things
arg possible,

God has an unmistakable
personal identity with
a constancy of purpose.

God can be known, when
and if he chooses to
make Himself known. In
this sense, He is mys-
terious. He always is
separate, though fellow
ship with Him is
possible.

usually unseen
everlasting
consistent

sovereign
participant; He acts

Truth can be communicat:
via events, statements
meant literally, and ..
even myths that illus-
trate 2 literal truthe
Any statement can be
refuted with adequate
cmpirical evidence.



