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The congregation may be seated.

Organ Prelude

During the entrance of ministers and the couple, a hymn is sung. 

Entrance Hymn   
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Then the Celebrant, facing the people and the couple, addresses the congregation and says 

Dearly beloved: We have come together in the presence of God to celebrate 
fifty-three years of family life and now to witness and bless the marriage of 
Richard Thomas Nolan and Robert Charles Pingpank. It is particularly fitting 
that they marry at Trinity College, where their life together began in 1955.
The joining together of two persons in heart, body, and mind is intended 
by God for their mutual joy, and for the help and comfort given one 
another in prosperity and adversity. Therefore marriage is not to be 
entered into unadvisedly or lightly, but reverently, deliberately, and in 
accordance with the purposes for which it was instituted by God.

Into this holy union Richard and Robert now come to be joined. If any 
of you can show just cause why they may not lawfully be married, speak 
now; or else for ever hold your peace.

Then the Celebrant says to the persons to be married
 
I require and charge you both, here in the presence of God, that if either 
of you know any reason why you may not be united in marriage lawfully, 
and in accordance with God’s Word, you do now confess it.

The Declaration of Consent
The Celebrant says

Richard, will you have this man to be your spouse; to continue to live 
together in the covenant of marriage?  Will you continue to love him, 
comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, 
forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?
Richard answers

I will.
The Celebrant says

Robert, will you have this man to be your spouse; to continue to live 
together in the covenant of marriage?  Will you continue to love him, 
comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, 
forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?
Robert answers

I will.
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The Celebrant then addresses the congregation, saying

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold 
these two persons in their marriage?

People	 We will.

The Ministry of the Word
The Celebrant then says to the people 

 	 	The Lord be with you.
People 		And also with you.

Let us pray.

Said by the Celebrant:

O gracious and everliving God, you have created us all in your image: 
Look kindly upon these men who come to you in celebration of their life 
together and now to be wed. Assist them with your grace, that with true 
fidelity and steadfast love they may honor and keep the promises and 
vows they make; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Then the following passages from Holy Scriptures are read.
 
The Reader says

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!  You shall love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength. And these words which I command you today shall be on your 
heart. (Deuteronomy 6:4-6)  

Concerning friendship, hear the Hebrew Scriptures!

When David had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was 
bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. Saul 
took him that day and would not let him return to his father’s house. 
Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his 
own soul. Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that he was wearing, and 
gave it to David, and his armour, and even his sword and his bow and 
his belt. David went out and was successful wherever Saul sent him; as a 
result, Saul set him over the army. And all the people, even the servants of 
Saul, approved. (I Samuel 18:1-4)



5

A hymn is sung (all standing).

Hymn

[After Jonathan’s death, David said] I am distressed for you, my 
brother Jonathan; greatly beloved were you to me; your love to me was 
wonderful, passing the love of women. (2 Samuel 1:26)

Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter: whoever finds one has found a 
treasure.  
Faithful friends are beyond price; no amount can balance their worth.  
Faithful friends are life-saving medicine; and those who revere the Lord 
will find them.  
Those who revere the Lord direct their friendship aright, for as they are, 
so are their neighbours also. (Ecclesiasticus 6:14-17)   

Reader	 The Word of the Lord!
People	 Thanks be to God!
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The congregation may be seated.

The Reader says

Concerning the Law of God, hear the New Testament!
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to 
test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He 
said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.’ (Matthew 22:34-40) 

[Jesus said] As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said 
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. (John 15:9-12)

Reader	 The Word of the Lord!
People	 Thanks be to God!

The Marriage
Richard,  facing Robert and taking his right hand in his, says

In the Name of God, I, Richard, take you, Robert, to be my spouse, to 
continue to have and to hold, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by 
death. This is my solemn vow.
Then they loose their hands, and Robert, still facing Richard, takes his right hand in his, 
and says

In the Name of God, I, Robert, take you, Richard, to be my spouse, to 
continue to have and to hold, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, 
in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by 
death. This is my solemn vow.

They loose their hands.
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The Celebrant asks God’s blessing on the rings as follows

Bless, O Lord, these rings to be a sign of the vows by which these men have 
bound themselves to each other; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
The giver places the ring on the ring-finger of the other’s hand and says

Robert, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I have 
been, all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you, in the Name of God.

Richard, I give you this ring as a symbol of my vow, and with all that I have 
been, all that I am, and all that I have, I honor you, in the Name of God.
Then the Celebrant joins the right hands of Richard and Robert and says

Now that Richard and Robert have given themselves to each other by 
solemn vows, with the joining of hands and the giving and receiving 
of rings, I pronounce them lawfully married, in the Name of God the 
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.

Those whom God has joined together let no one put asunder.

People    Amen.

The Prayers 
All standing, the Celebrant says

Let us pray together in the words our Savior taught us.

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed by thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The  person appointed reads the following prayers, to which the People respond, saying, 
Amen. 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, creator and preserver of all life, author of salvation, and 
giver of all grace: Look with favor upon the world you have made, and 
for which your Son gave his life, and especially upon this couple whom 
you join in Holy Matrimony. Amen. 

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that 
each may continue to be to the other a strength in need, a counselor in 
perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. Amen. 

Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their 
spirits in your Spirit, that they may continue to grow in love and peace 
with you and one another all the days of their life. Amen. 

Give them grace, when they hurt each other, to continue to recognize and 
acknowledge their fault, and to seek each other’s forgiveness and yours.  
Amen.

Continue to make their life together a sign of Christ’s love to this 
idolatrous and broken world, that unity may overcome estrangement, 
forgiveness heal guilt, and joy conquer despair. Amen. 

Continue to give them such fulfillment of their mutual affection that they 
may reach out in love and concern for others. Amen.  

Grant that all married persons who have witnessed these vows may find 
their lives strengthened and their loyalties confirmed. Amen. 

Grant that the bonds of our common humanity, by which all your 
children are united one to another, and the living to the dead, may be so 
transformed by your grace, that your will may be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Amen. 
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Then, kneeling, Richard and Robert pray aloud

O God, the source of all love: We give thanks to you for binding us 
together in holy baptism and our family life for these fifty-three years 
past. We give thanks for all who have befriended and supported us 
on our way. Grant that we may continue one in spirit, purpose, and 
commitment. Give us grace that we may live the rest of our days faithfully 
and peacefully, loving and cherishing each other, honoring and counseling 
one another, and comforting each other in sickness and in health. When 
we are separated for a while by death, enkindle in us the Easter hope of 
reuniting in life everlasting. Amen.        

The Blessing of the Marriage
The people remain standing. Richard and Robert continue to kneel, and the Celebrant says 
the following prayer 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is 
represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send 
therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may continue 
to love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in 
wisdom and true godliness, that their home may always be a haven of 
blessing and peace. Amen. 

The Celebrant lays his hands on them and adds this blessing 

God of all creation, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord mercifully 
with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction 
and grace; that you may continue to live faithfully together in this life, 
and in the age to come have life everlasting. Amen.

The Celebrant blesses the people

UNTO God’s gracious mercy and protection we commit you. The Lord 
bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give 
you peace, both now and evermore. Amen.
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Organ Postlude         Hornpipe from Water Music 

The married couple stands, and all sing

Hymn

G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 




